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The continuous ramp parking garage for the Western Farm Bureau
Life Insurance building in Denver
utilizes 63-foot clear spans of postte nsioned Idealite lightweight concrete. The clear spans and the
efficiency of the continuous ramp
facilitate customer self-parking
and provides space for 251 cars in
77,000 square feet. If you are considering the construction of a parking garage, warehouse, apartment,
office building or other such structure, investigate the advantages of
Idealite concrete. It's strong, yet
light in weight; 30% less than normal concrete. It offers superior insulating and acoustical properties,
as well as low moisture absorption
and low shrinkage.

Producers o{ Idealite Lightweight Aggregate
{or Concrete and Concrete Products

806 Bo st o n Buil d i ng. Phone 534-5144
Denver, Colorado 80202
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Station B, Box 6007
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V isit Our Show rooms-displaying such
products a s;

•

Normal, all sizes of Scoria Blocks

• "SLUMPROK" Double faced hollowcore only by
CREGO. Soft shadows & highlights, in 4 colors.
• SPECIAL, Lightweight (25#) Scoria Block with 1"
sidewalls - extra large cores - only by CREGO
-See Photo
• SHADOW. Sculpered (; Sun Screen blocks in all
sizes and varieties
• Miscellaneous materials of interest

Showrooms & Sales Offices

CREGO BLOCK CO., Inc.
Manufacturers af the finest Autoclave Blocks in New Mexica
Meeting or surpassing ASTM minimum code requirements

6026

Seco nd , N .W.

Albuquerque

N ew Mexico

344-3475 (505)

87107

Stanley also offe rs a complete line of famous MAGIC·
DOOR @operato rs (pneumatic, hydraulic, elect ric), controIs and accessories for doors that swlnz, slide or fold.

STANLEY

AN UNOBSTRUCTED OPEN ING
FROM 2 '1z' to 8 ' WIDE

Automatic Sliding Entrances
®

Series 1000 AUTO-SLIDE: Complete with doors that
swing open for emergency use.
Series 5000 SLlMLlNE: Compact , narrow-line construction; especially suitable for small shops .
• Savings in floor space .
• Low initial and low rnaintenance costs .
• No safety carpets needed.
• Two-way traffic through a
single door.
• Positive one -way traffic
poss ible using one ope rating carpet.

• Aesthet ica ll y c lean . No
guard rails or barrier ropes
requ ired.
• Slid ing doo rs avoi d wind
or stack problems .
• Reduced costs of air -condit ioning and heat ing.
• Slid ing motion of door is
safer . Can be operated

manually.

STOC KING DISTRI BUTOR AND
FACTORY TRA INED INSTALLE RS

WELCH-ERWI
CORPORATION
4019 C EDITH BLVD. N.E.
ALB UQ UERQ UE. NEW MEXICO
P. O. BOX 681
PHON E 344·3547
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This attrac tive home is built with 8 x 4 x 16 Atlas Whit e Mission Masonry

Atlas Mission Masonry is well adapted to building in the Spanish architectural style so popular
in the Southwest. Painting is not required; avail:Jble in various shades.
Don't settle for a substitute .. . build with Atla ; Mission Masonry.

THE~~

Call collect for informa tion and prices to
Walt er Frank, 772- 1451, EI Paso.

BUILDING PRODUCTS CO.
200 N. GLENWOOD

•

EL PASO , TEXAS 79905

A new world in which to work
The ACTION OFFICE
Photo shows a sitdown worker's grouping
A DIVISION OF

NEW MEXICO SCHOOL AND
OFFICE SUPPL Y COMPANY

Distributor of

Herman

iller Furniture

Visit our display rooms
at
509 Second Street, NW
Albuquerque, New Mexico
(505) 247-0263
Furniture groupings for the standup
worker, the sitdown worker, the straddler
or the percher are assembled for your
edification.
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Researched and developed
by Robert Probst, Director of
Herman Miller's Research Division.
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Phoboqrephers and camera carriers ~ake note

OOOOOOOO

a 2nd

QOO

OOOIJ

COMPI:TITION

For the second time, but now in conjunct ion with
next yea r's A lA regional conference, NEW M EXICO
ARCH ITECTURE announces its photography contest.
Since the theme of the forthcoming regional conference,
which will be held in Santa Fe in Oct ober of next year,
is DESIGN FOR PEOPLE, it seems appropriate that the
photography contest also adhere to this subject.
Photographs of structures in the ent ire six-state
Western Mountain Reg ion are eligible, and the contest
is open to anyone in the area.
A great deal of our building scene disappears each
year under the pressure of real estate values and
growth . While this is often necessary and someti mes
an improvement, a bit of the past disappears. Unless it
has been recorded in photographs or drawings, a portion
of history is lost. In most instances the building tha t
is destroyed is not of histor ical or great arch itectural
signi ficance. But even a piece of architectu ral vernacular records cultural att itudes and economic conditions which have helped shape our society.
Thus an on-going effort by the NMA in the form
of an annual compet it ion seems in order. The rules are
simple, the judging flexible. An exhibition of the submissions will be presented at the Fifteenth Annual
Conference of the AlA's Western Mountain Region in
Santa Fe, October, 1966.

RULES :
J) The competi tion is open to all: architects, professional and amateur photographers, adults, child ren.

2) The subject mat ter must concern itself with manmade st ruc tures and buildings constr ucted within the
boundaries of the Western Mounta in Reg ion. A ll st ructu res are eligible: bridges, homes, barns, sheds, office
buildings, hotels, hospita ls, irr igation structures, dams,
powerhouses, patios, building pieces or detai ls-in short,
any man-made st ructure from pre-history to the not-ye t
finished. In keeping with the Conference theme, however, emphasis should be on DESIGN FOR PEOPLE.
3) Color or black and white photographs are accept able, but prints must be a minimum of 5" x 7" . Larger
sizes or other proportions are acceptable and even
solici ted.
4) All photographs must be ident if ied as to location
and must have the name of the photographer and date
the pic ture was tak en placed upon the back.
5) No submissions can be returned.
6) NEW MEXICO ARCHITECTURE reserves the right
to exhibit any or all submissions in its publication. Full
credit will always be given the photographer.
7) Deadl ine for submissions is October 1, 1966. This is

almost a year away, and it should provide an incentive
for some excellent picture- tak ing.
8 ) Send all entries to John Conron, P. O. Box 935,
Santa Fe, New Mexico.
NMA November·December '65
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BEFORE
YOU BUILD
OR REMODEL ...
Get the facts about

~mstrong
SIDING

LABOR SAVING EXTERIOR FINISH
GOES UP FAST, REDUCES WASTE
Made from tough wood fiber bonded with th ermoplastic res in, Armstrong siding offers many
advantages. It saws and nail s ea sily . . . it res ist s
buckling, bowing and splitting. There's no grain,
no knots, and practically no w aste. Two factory a pplied prime paint coats save time and money.

3 DESIGNS
8, 10 and 12 inch
horizontal lap siding
in 16' lengths; vertical grooved and vertical plain panels in
4 x 8' sh eets. All %"
thick. All size s always in stock.

'IIJ~oO Oibson
e--LUMBER

4100 FOURTH STREET, N.W.
344-3434
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Specify Hydronics .. .
The science of heating and
cooling with liquids
Your building and your clients
deserve Hydronics • Itallows
freedom of design and is easily
installed in any construction
material • Client satisfaction
through delivered comfort performance • Cleanliness built in
mechanical durability and long
life • Economy through low owning' operating and construction
cost .
NEW MEXICO PIPE TRADES INDUSTRY PROGRAM
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The New

S tat e

by D av id Gebhard
At and just before the turn of the century th e
influ ential American architectural publication Th e
Archit ectural Record used to publish a series entitled "Architectural Aberrations." Through a critical
text and all too revealing photographs, it aptly
pointed its finger at the num erous nonsensical buildings then being constructed throughout America.
As the writ ers of these series of articles continually
pointed out , these buildings were not ab errations
becau se of a lack of tast e or perception on the part
of the client, rather they were almost solely the
result of the ar chit ect's decision.

This firm publish ed a report "The Stat c of New
Mexico Capitol Expansion, San ta Fe, New Mexico
1965 through 2010" which subst ituted a new master
plan for tha t which had previously been accepted.
Thi s samc firm was also engaged to design the
new Legislative and Executive Building. An ed itorial in the March-April, 1964, New Mexico Architecture has ap tly pointed out that the design of
this bui lding has nothing whatsoever to do with
architecture - it is simply non-architecture, and
nothing else. But even more of an "architectural
aberration" is th e revised site planning for the Capitol compl ex. Literally, not one of the meaningful
aspects of the first plan has been retained. In
prin cipl e, there is nothing wrong with a totally new
concep t being substituted for an older one, but
the substitute plan, like the bu ilding whi ch has
been produced, is simply meaningless.

Whil e the general as well as the professional
architectural pr esses hav e long since aba ndoned
both their interest and courage to objecti vely apprai se th e buildings and the urban schemes around
us, our ph ysical environment is as plagued as ever
with "architectural aberrations." If one is at all
sensitive to the visual world and even more, if one
participates to one degr ee or another in this world,
it is not long befor e resignation and despair set in.
Such despair is not really a dir ect outcome of the
confused ph ysical environment which is being
created at . an ever increasing rat e, rath er it is a
result of the anti-rationalism of th e whol e affair.
Nowh ere is this more apparent than in larger master
planning, wheth er for a compl ex of buildings or a
scheme for a whol e populous county. Lit erall y, before the ink is dry and the official public bod y has
accepted the plans, changes are initiated , not
changes which modify this or that detail , carrying
on the spirit of the original plan , but modifications
which in essence compl etely disregard the basic
conc ept of the plan . Th e mast er plan then becomes
a fake, artificial window dr essing, behind which th e
same irrationality and subterfuge continue on their
old course. Con sciously or unconsciously the established ord er is as int ellect ually dishon est in its
approach and use of most master plan s as it is in
its pra gmatic day to day act ivities.

Th e original master plan seriously attempted to
solve the basic problems which face any plann er.
How should this new compl ex fit into the existing
layout of buildings and into the city of Santa F e?
How could the site and the buildings it contains
become a part of the existing community and how
could it make a real contribution to the community?
In answer to these qu estions, the original plan let
the Cit y and the Capitol compl ex int ermingle in a
trul y organic fashion. Th e Capitol complex was
conceived of as a total connec ted whol e, but eq ually
it was thought of as a segment of the larger urban
environment of Santa F e. Th e substituted plan has
not even recogni zed that this is a problem to be
faced. What it does propose is a complete separation betw een the environment of the Capitol
complex and the City. Th e furtherance of this separa tion is not an evide nce of a strong belief which
the designer hold s on the subject, rather it is evidenc e of the basic nature of his whole approach
- - - that of workin g from one expediency to
anothe r.

An all too typical example of this is what has
been happening over the past few years to the
master planning for the New Mexico State Capitol.
In 1963, Architects Associated of Santa F e pr epared for the ew Mexico Stat e Planning Office,
a twenty-year developm ent plan for the State Capitol complex. (See "New hIexico Architecture" jan. Feb . 1963). Th e basic recomm endations of this report were accepted by the appropriate governmental
body. In 1964 and 1965 th e same commission pro ceede d to impl ement a program for "the area."
Several new reports were drawn up , all of which
totall y disregarded the core recomm endations of
the original master plan. Th e commission was ad vised and supported in its _recommendations by a
local architectural firm, whose work has never really
had anything to do with the world of architec ture .

Th e original plan suggested a general environment which created cour ts and patios , and plantings which would, because of their intimacy and
scale, invite people to use and experience the new
Ca pitol complex. Wh ile the automobile with its
traffic and parkin g needs was realisticall y faced in
the first report, the substituted scheme advances
the cause of Detroit by makin g it mandatory that
one approach th e building only by auto; if one
wishes to simply look at the buildings, one must
see them over the top s of hundreds of parked automobil es. Nor did this substitute scheme sense th at
the two stree ts, Galisteo and Don Gaspar, which
pr esentl y mn north and south through the Capitol
complex, add littl e to the needs of the automobile.
Th ese stree ts hinder ra the r than help the traffic
flow, and they almost completely destro y the ability

NMA No v ember ·Decem ber '65
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with our
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Phone 345-2511
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BRICK

The largest pavilion at the New
York WorId's Fair? Or the world's
busiest airport? Or New Mexico's
tallest building? Or a 25-acre
shopping center? Or a modern high
school? Or your own home?

If you want the job done right
...do it with gas.
In homes , businesses, factories,
schools - wherever there is a need for
climate control- the demand for dependable gas is growing! Gas-fired equipment is
produced today by more manufacturers than
ever before. From small residential units to
giant industrial systems, ga s equipment is
dependable, efficient, safe, compact, flexible
- the most economical and longest-lasting
of all heating and cooling systems.
It is gas which cools and heats ... the Ford
pavilion and 28 other major pavilions at the
New York World's Fair, New York International Airport, the Bank of New Mexico's
skyscraper, Rushfair shopping center in EI
Paso, beautiful EI Paso Technical High
School, and many of the finest homes all
across the country. Think about it.

distributors for

acme
BRICK COMPANY

samples & li tera ture
on request

KIN EY BRICK
COMPANY, INC.
P. O. Box 86
Ph. 877-4550
Office at Brick & T ile W orks
5 M iles South on Second Street

SOUTHERN

Albuquerque, New Mexico
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to weld the buildings and th eir environment int o
a visual whol e.
Although the first Master Plan had in no way
se t down a speci fic architec tura l style, it did sug gest that a non-eclect ic style should be developed
which would be in rapport with the architec tural
tradition which Santa Fe has so long engaged. Th e
buildings, the walled cour ts, pati os and the wall ed
automobile parking areas were to be loosely cur ved
Forms similar in spirit to th e ado be wa lls of the
old city. Th e sca le of th e buildings too was taken
into acco un t, wit h a balan ce being sugg ested between the need to crea te a hu man-scaled environ-

ment, and the qu ite natural urge to have th e complex sta te that it was the Ca pitol of New Mexico.
As with the oth er as pec ts of the substituted plan
literally nothing was said about any of these problems .
As Lou is I-I. Sulli van so aptly said over half
a cen tury ago , architecture is th e percepti ve mirror
of its age . It is depressing to think that , with th e
long tradition of crea tive ac tivity in so man y areas
of its life, New Mexico is erecting a visua l image
of itself which is nothi ng else than a pure mid 20th
cen tury "Architectur al Aberration."
- David Gebhard

F la fow iT amed fo

A l , Student S cholarship

afional P ane l

Max Flatow, AlA , a prin cipal in th e J ew Mexico
finn of Flat ow, Moore, Bryan & Fairburn, Architects, has been nam ed to an ad visory panel of prominent architec ts by General Ser vices Administra tion
Administrator Lawson B. Knott, Jr. Th e members of
th e pan el ar e to advi se the GSA on the design of public building proj ects, and arc to be asked to develop criteria for th e evaluation and selec tion of architect s for proj ects undertaken by GSA.
Mr. Flatow's architectural finn has design ed th e
newest fed eral building in Albuquerque and is cur rentl y completing plans for a federal building in
Gallup, J • M. Th e two othe r architec ts appointed
to serve on th e advisory panel with Mr. Fl at ow are
Cha rles Luckman , AlA , and Hen ry L. Wri ght, FAIA,
both of Los Ange les, Ca liforn ia.

A student at the Un iversity of New Mexico
Dep artment of Architec tur e is th e recipi ent of two
scholarships awa rded for th e 1965-66 acad emi c
year by Th e Ame rica n Institute of Architects.
Don ald Alfred Kruger of 125 E. Marquette St.,
Berlin , Wisc., received a $400 Waid Scholarship and
a $500 Huberoid Scho larship. Th e Waid Scholarship
comes from th e Waid Ed ucation Fund establishe d
by Dan Everett Waid and administered by th e
American Institute of Architects. Th e Hub eroid
Schol arship is one of 20 given annually by th e
Rub eroid Compa ny through th e AlA Foundation.
Kru ger was selec ted as a recipi ent by AlA 's
Co mm itte e on Scholars hips, head ed by S. Elmer
Cha mbe rs of Syracuse, N. Y. Th e committee awa rded a total of $5.3,800 in scholarships for 1965-66 for
advancement of architec tural educa tion.

"KMe ~iKeJt"

~MPIR~

BLOCK COMPANY, Inc.
Santa Fe
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ROOF DECK
FOR THE
LIGHT INDED

Albuquerque Gravel

Products Company

Zonolite® Insulating Conc rete in roof
decks weighs up to 50% less than gypsum
.. . 1/6 as much as structural concrete.
It's applicable with form boards, galvanized centering , or pre-stressed concrete
syste ms. You get incombustible , perma nen t monolithic decks plus insu lating
value wh ich saves money on heat ing ,
cooling equ ipment.
Another happy thought.We certify it will
be appl ied as you specify -exactly. Call
your Zonolite representative for deta ils.

ZONOLITE

GCRACE
D ZONOLITE
DIVISION
W .R.GRACE&CO .

Albuquerque, New Mexico
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Southwest Vermiculite Co.
5119 Ed ith Blvd N.W. Albuquerque, N. M.
345-1633
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LENNOX
Heatin g and Air Conditioning

Readily available for your information and/or use
are complete specifications along with Technical
data for the Heating and Air Conditioning require-

IN ARCHITECTURAL
QUALITY PAINTS

ments of your project.

SUNFOE
AMBASSADOR

Just call 268-3351 for Ed Miller at Miller Met al
Company or the territory manager for LENNOX,
Bob Vetterman at 265-0417 for an appointment.

HA LEY PAINT MFG. CO., INC.
EL PASO, TEXAS
PH. 532-6921
755-9821
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DOWNTOWN

fhen you're alone and life is making you lonely,
You can always go Downtown.
fhen you've got worries, all the noise and hurry
Seem to help, I know. Downtown.
list listen to the music of the traffic in the city.
Linger on the sidewalk where the neon signs are pretty.
low can you lose? The lights are much brighter there;
You can forget your troubles, forget your cares.
l) go Downtown. Things'll be great when you're Downtown.
No finer place for sure, Downtown
Everything's waiting for you Downtown.
't hang around and let your probl ms surround you;
There are movi shows, Downtown.
toybe you know some little places to go to
Where they never close, Downtown.
lISt listen to the rhythm of the gentle Bossa Nova.
Yo 'II be dancing wit 'em too before the night is over,
I ppy again. The lights are muc brighter there;
You can forget your troubles, forget your cares.
l) go Downtown where all the lights are bright, Dawntown,
Waiting for yo tonight, Downtown.
You're gonna be all right now Downtown.
ton't hang around and let your problems surround you;
There are movie shows, Downtown.
taybe you know some little places to go to
Where they never close, Downtown.
.nd you may find somebody kind to help and understand you
Someone who is just like you and needs a gentle hand
'0 guide them along. So maybe I'll see you there.
We can forget our troubles, forget our cares.
e go Downtown. Things will be great when you're Downtown.
Don't wait a minute more. Downtown.
Ev rything's waiting for you, Downtown.

A

current popular song, written by Tony Hatch
and publish ed by Leeds Music Company, introduces
this article about the largest doumtoum in New
Mexico. Th e central core of Albuquerqu e is not what
it should or could be. What can be don e to put
thin gs right?

ALBUQUERQUE - DOWNTOWN

---fD
"Everything is better when you're downtown"
provokes a smile, doesn't it? And if it sugges ts yestery ear, it is also faintly nostalgic, for it conjours
up an awareness of something good which has be en
lost. Th e old-fashioned downtown provided a festive environment which somehow invested events
that took plac e th ere with a special significance.
Downtown was the ceremonial as well as the
comm erci al cent er of the community. Even in small
towns, eve nts that took place here did indeed take
on a meanin g and importance that th ey would
ha ve lacked in th e suburbs.
During the last twenty years our modem cities
hav e somehow tended to lose that important core
whi ch traditionally pro vided th e focus an d center
of urb an life. Still mor e recently, however, the devasting effec ts of a center-less urban sprawl hav e
begun to be not iced by architec ts, sociologists, and
oth er peopl e of perceptive awa reness. Today, plans
are afoot and proj ects have begun to appear which
will counterac t the flight from th e downtown.
In Albuq ue rque an organization known as Albuquerque-Do wntown has been crea ted whi ch coordina tes efforts of city government, downtown
merchants, and local architec ts to revitaliz e the
old downtown. Albuquerq ue-Do wntown is alerting
th e entire city to the problems and importanc e of
a vita l core ar ea, and it is developing methods for
implementing this rejuve nation.
Consciously awa re of th e dangers of remote
and utopian plan s, no matt er how beautifully designed. Albuquerq ue-Downtow n is looking for pr actical solutions and grass roots support. Several
origina l and fruitful approac hes to th e problem of
planning have been evolved. One method of operation which is pro ving successful is a series of "skull
sessions" betw een Albuque rque-Downtown staff and
anyone interested in seriously discussin g th e plannin g problem. As of this writing, over one hundred
people have spe nt considerable amounts of time
with the techn ical staff. T he int erests of th ese
people range from political science and sociology,
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A bit of 1920 roman t ic revival. A gleaming white Gothic office building . . .
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A new City Hall and a new County Building situated together,
but separated by a parking lot.

. . ond an

Indian -A ztec movie house

as in th e case of several professors lrom the Unive rsity of New Mexico, to traffic engineering and
marketing. Official organizat ions such as the Urban
Planning Committee of th e Americ an In stitute of
Architects, the Americ an Societ y of Civil E nginee rs,
the Sp ecial Property Owners' Advisory Committee,
the Design Revi ew Croup, and the New Mexico
Association of Planners ha ve all contributed significantly to an understanding of th e best avenu e to
pursue. Secondly, in a positive move to reverse
the tenden cy that is all too prevalent in Ame rica
tod ay to em p loy "outside expe rts," the Alb uq ue rq ue
Metropoli tan D evelopment Committee, a group of
civic leader s appointed by the City Co mm ission ,
required that the design ers cha rge d with plan s for
th e new downtown core be local practioners. It
also required that full use be mad e of data whi ch
had alread y b een gathe red or prepared by the Cit y
Planning D ep artment. Sinc e tim e is of the essence ,
th ere is an obvi ous adv antage in having a technical
sta ff whi ch , being "on th e spot" can continue to
work toward ever better plann ing solutions at the
same tim e that th e plan is bein g explaine d to th e
public and ea rly stages of work impl emented.
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"W hy have a downtown ?" Thi s oft en-posed
question is a complicated one to answe r because th e
issues invol ved conce rn a wa y of life. It is a very
per sonal matter. Normally, we do not argue about
citi es; we simply acce pt th em . Th e obvio us incr ease
in the number of cit y dwellers ind icates that we
a pprove of citi es. W e settle in or near a city to
obtain a job , to send children to school, to receive
polic e and fire protection, and to shop conven iently. We tak e citi es so mu ch as a matter of course
that we seldom stop to ask ourselves wh at th e cit y
do es or should conta in and pro vid e.
Arguments for a downtown should be made
along th e lines of th e relationship of a downtown
to all areas other than downtown , what a cit y need s
in order to mor e than barely survive, and wh er e
th ese things should be locat ed . With th e use of th e
automobile, it is possibl e to ha ve a branch of almost
e verything. But wh ere is th e trunk which supports
th ese branch es? W e have branch banks, stores, telephone excha nges, and th e like, but their main
offic es, th e "trunks" ar e in one place; by tradition
and b ecau se of economy and convenience, th ey are
downtown. Wher e ar e our branch natural, histori cal
and anthropological mus eums, our branch rep ertory
theatre, our branch concert hall ? Most citi es cannot
afford th em. As a matter of fact , we in Albuquerque
do not see m to want to pro vid e even these main
institutions for ours elves. But let us be th eor eti cal
and say th at we did, if only for our child ren. Th en
wh er e should th ese main institutions be located ?
By tradition and because of economy and conve nience, th ey must be downtown.
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We have becom e disillusioned with our downtown. Th e reason is simple. Hi storically, th e major
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land usc of a citv was commercia l or retailing.
Other ac tivities groupe d around th e stores. Then,
spurred on by th e automobile, low interest loans
a nd tax advantages , th e vast low-density housing
a reas emerged on the periphery of th e core, and
th e retail stores soon moved to the center of these
areas, creatin g a new building type - th e regional
shopping center. Downtowns could not compe te
with these new clean faciliti es. Downtowns, th erefore, began the slow deterioration process which
has left th em in need of rep air and renew al.

Albuq uerq ue-Dow ntow n is a private planning
organ iza tion with techn ical staff. Crea ted at th e
sugges tion of th e Urba n Plann ing Committee of th e
Albuq ue rq ue Chapter of the American Institute of
Architects and sponsored by th e Albuq ue rque
Metropolitan Development Committee ( AMD EC )
as well as th e Albuquerque Cit y Commission, in
Novemb er of 1964, th e purpose of Albuquerqu eDownto wn is to prepare a comprehensive long-ran ge
plan for th e development of th e core area togeth er
with sugges tions for impl ementi ng it. Th e com pletion date for th e initial ph ase, the prep arat ion of
the plan , is scheduled for January, 1966. Staff members are Hon n Ginn , AlA, Sup ervising Architect;
Cha rles Quinlan, Al A, Coordina ting Architec t;
Maria Blachut, Senior Plan ner ; Jack Barkl ey, Delineator; Joe E ha rd t and Eugene Beb crm eycr , draftsmen ( part-time) from th e Department of Architectur e, UNM ; and Rosemary Winkl er, Executive Secretary. Financial respon sibility for AlbuquerqueDownt own is assumed by the downtown property
owne rs via assessment on a fair-sha re basis supe rvised by AMDEC. Th e salaries of the Senior Planner and the Exec utive Secretary as well as office
expe nses are defrayed by the City of Albuq uerq ue.
Developm ent of the core plan was begun by a
detailed review and evaluation of existing information. Not ed was the sizeabl e investm ent which already existed in public utilities, property improvements, acquisition of rights-of-way, and th e like.
Two yea rs ago, the Downtown Association, an organiza tion of businessmen , with the advice of th e
AlA's Urba n Planning Com mitt ee, sponso red th e
constructio n of an accurate "as-is" model of the core
area . Th e Albuq uerq ue-Dow ntow n staff applied
standa rd architectura l criteria to all buildings in th e
core area and, for reason of struc tura l or functional
inadequacies, removed man y buildings f~?m. t~le
mod el. On ce this was don e, a pattern of acti vity
gene rators" emerged. An activity generator is an
area, which by virtue of its location and complex
of buildings, has th e ability to continue to grow
and exert influ ence on its sur roundings . Albuq uerque's core has two such activity generat~r~: On e, .on
th e north edge, is composed of th e Muni cipal Offi ce
Building, th e Bemalillo Co unty Court House, and
th e soon to be completed State Office Build ing. Thi s
area has been named th e Metropolitan Ce nter. Th e
second, dir ectl y to the south, is th e Federal Cent er .

Thi s generator is mad e up of the federal buildings,
th e Simms Building and the Bank of ew Mexico
Build ing. Sur rounding both these building complexes arc support facilit ies which cons ist of restaurant s, sma ller office buildings, park ing facilities,
automotive service stations and th e like.
Th e proposal for the core developm ent , which
is to be compl eted by 1985, calls for the phas ed developm ent of a third activity generator. To be known
as the Ga teway Center, this complex will be comprised of a convention center and display area, parking facilities, railro ad passenger accommoda tions,
facilities for local and int erstat e bu ses, helicopter
service to th e Sun port, a major hot el, and a new
Y~[ CA for the benefit of the downt own worker. The
purpose of the location of th is new center in term s
of long-ran ge planning is two-fold: Adjacent to and
partially over th e Santa F e Railroad tra cks, it serves
to erad icate the visual and growth barrier created
by the tracks themselves; secondly, its location in
relati on to the Metropolitan and Fed eral Centers
establishes a growth pot ential. Retail stores, pro vided
prim arily for peopl e wh o work downtown in one of
the three ac tivity genera ting centers , will occupy th e
triangular zone between the three areas. Here we
are recogn izing that commercia l ac tivity in th e core
area will never aga in serve in its historic role as th e
prim e ac tivity generator, and th at it will thrive as an
adjunct to and by virt ue of its location between
oth er gene rators.
As urbanit es, we have placed few demands upon
our city. Wh ether caused by genera l apathy, television or our so-called troubled times, we have see n
fit to defeat bond issues for an art museum , failed
to provide ade q ua te housing for th e Albuquerque
Symphony, failed to pro vide even med iocre facilities
for our lib rari es, and have given only token support
to our legitim ate th eatre. In oth er works, Albuquerqu e is one of many cities where both the spirit and
the substance of the "grea t society" hav e gone unnotic ed.
Th e proposal by Albuquerqu e-Downtown for
core developm ent and the support it has thus far
rece ived do sugges t that an awakening is takin g
place. Albuq uerq ue has begun to be aw are of . t?e
fina ncia l adva ntages as well as th e tru e amenities
of a city. Th e location for th e ph ased development of
a cultura l area is in the general vicinity of Gold
Avenue extend ing from th e Gateway Center to th e
Fed eral Cente r.
With the gradua l development of th ese centers
and th e subsequent revit alization of retail trade it
would not take real property develop ers long to recognize the market potenti al in housing faciliti es
around and even within th e core. As families move
toward th e center once aga in, downtown would go
off th e "eight-to-five" schedule.
"Pilot Projects" are small portions of an overall
plan whi ch , becau se of their size and location, can
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The Federal Center includes the
newest Federal Office Building,
which is pictured here in the extreme upper right carner, the
Simms Building, and the Bank af
New Mexica Building. Indicated
alsa an the model are the high speed peripheral road system which
serves the entire core area and the
tower automatic parking struc tures.

The Gateway Center, located ad jacent to the Santa Fe Railroad
tracks, includes transportation fa cilities for the railroad, munic ipal and inter -state buses, and
helicopter service to Albuquerque's
airport. Also included within the
center are convention facilities, a
new major hotel, and multi-stary
parking structures. The existing
Alvarado Hotel is to remain and
can be seen in the upper left cor ner of the picture. The Gateway
Center forms not only an " a ct ivity genera tar " in its e lf, but it
creates a tie ta the west with
the existing core area.

Photographs of the models
by Dick Kent
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be started and ac tua lly completed whil e th e larger
plan is still being evolved . Th e atte ntion-ge tting
qu alities of a pilot proj ect are obvious. Albuquerque
has alrea dy completed one pilot proj ect called the
"Sidewide," and it has ga ined nati onal attention. A

cen ter of a densely-popul ated area . As part of its
plan ning an d impl ement ati on job, AD is working
with the Gove rnor's Committee on Annexation under th e di rection of Mel Eaves and with the Stat e
Dep artment of Planning in effo rts to gain the legislati ve power to crea te a regional plann ing authority.
Such an authority could aid in th e impl ementati on
of th e downtown plan .
Regional planning is of vital interest to Albuqu erqu e-Downtown becaus e of th e relationship of
th e core to th e supporting communities to th e north
and south.
0 legislati ve po wer exists tod ay to
crea te a regional plann ing authority in th e Stat e of
ew Mexico, but its need will soon becom e appar ent. In th e Albuquerque area, such an authority
would esta blish major land uses and would recommend popul ation densities over a th ree-county area
stre tching from Algod ones to Belen and from Rout e
10 to the Hio Puerc o.

sidew ide is essentially the widenin g of a side walk
int o the stree t, thereb y occupying space formerl y
devot ed to a line of parked automobiles. Plans for
the beautification proj ect were prepared by Jose Lui s
Yguado , land scape architect, and were conce rne d
with thc north side of Central Avenu e betw een Third
and Fourth Streets. Th e original idea for the "Sidewid e" was sug gested by John Harvey, an architectural stude nt at UNM and it called for various color and
textural cha nges in the walk ing surface, variou s kind s
of planting ar eas and benches. Detail ed by Ygu ad o,
built by th e City of Albuquerque personnel with
material purchas ed by th e ad jacent propert y own ers, th e "Side wide" is one part of downtown which
is pointed to with pride
t'
by th e entire city. One
unique feature of the plan
was th e inclu sion of a
kiosk, or small decorative
stand. Design ed by th e
Albuquerque - Downtown
staff, th e kiosk is used by
the merchants for adv ertisement post ers.
Anoth er pilot proj ect in th e planning stage is
"Gold Concourse." Thi s project calls for th e closing of Gold Avenue between the two newest fed eral
buildings and th e installation of trees, benches, and
a pool. Thi s plan was pr epar ed by th e Albuquerqu e-Do wntown sta ff, and liaison work with th e federal govern ment is being handled by a pri vat e architect, Mr. Max Flatow, Al A. Several more pro jects are in th e early planning stages and are being
coord ina ted by Architect Peggy Hooker, AlA.

Albuquerqu e-Downto wn, in its proposal for the
core, is suggesting the location of a rapid transportation system - this system to be realiz ed perhaps ten to twenty years henc e. Cas e histories have
proven that such a transit system cannot economically function unl ess terminals can be locat ed in th e

Success of this first comprehensive planning
program for Albuquerqu e is virtua lly gua ranteed
for a number of reasons. Prob abl y most important
is the fact that it can be conclusive ly proven that
renewal efforts reap financial benefit s. Many cities,
some the size of Albuquerque or small er , have
pr eced ed our cfforts with succ essful proj ects of th eir
own . Fed eral urban renewal and mat ching local
fund s were used in most cases. In this situation, th e
fede ral government, in ord er to anticipa te future increase d tax revenu es, invests in a city by providing
up to two-thirds of th e land acq uisition costs for a
project. It see ms to make good busin ess sense on
the part of th e govern ment to protect its existing
investm ent s in Albuquerqu e ( roads, public utilities,
librari es, tran sportation system, plannin g grants, environmental health, ed uca tion facilities) by further
parti cipation with th e taxpayers and bu sinessmen
in the costs of land acquisition for parks , public
faciliti es and private development.
Th e lethargy of the past generation ha s been
costl y, both in terms of dollars and culture. W e ar e
preparing now to live more handsomely and enjoy
th e ameniti es of urban life.

Charles W. Quilllan , A lA, Coo rdinating Archit ect

Albuq uerque Chapter, AlA
Urba n Planning Committee
Max Flatow, Chairman
William E. Burk , Jr.
Jolm Reed
Joe Boehning
Jack E. Fick el
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Miles Brittelle, Jr.
Wayne Andrews
Honn Ginn
Charles Quinl an
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of N ew l\lexh!o II liS t\ N.·", Clm i r m ll n

After years of faithful service to th e University,
sevent een of them as head of th e Department of
Architecture, John J. Heimri ch hands th e chairmanship over to Thomas Reed Vreeland, Jr. Mr.
Vreeland, age 40, marri ed , fath er of two children,
graduat e of Yale Univ ersity, comes to Albuquerque
from the position of Assistant Professor, Dep artment
of Architecture, University of Penn sylvani a and
from activ e pra ctic e as head of his own office in
Philadelphia. Prior to ente ring Yale, Mr. Vreeland
serv ed three years in th e Paratroops from which he
emerged as a First Lieutenant. In addition to his
Yale studies, he spent one year painting at th e
Ecol e des Beaux Arts in Paris and one year at the
Sorbonne, Paris , studying French Literature.
In his final year at Yale, Mr. Vreeland cam e
und er th e influ ence of th e nationallv-known architect, Louis Kahn , who was then teaching at Yale.
Upon graduation, he went to work in Louis Kahn 's
office in Philadelphia. "These were exciting years,"
says "Tim" Vreeland. Whil e associated with th e
Kahn office, he worked on the Trenton Jewish
Community Cent er, th e Richards Medical Laboratory and Biology Building ( both for the University
of Pennsylvania ), the Rochester Unitarian Church,
and the Salk Hesearch Center in San Diego , California. "Kahn has been th e dominant influence on
my thinking to date," Mr. Vreeland said.
In partnership with Frank Schlesing er, Mr.
Vreeland's first individual commi ssion was for th e
Ritt enhouse Swim Club in 1960, ( Figure 1 ). Lat er
they did the Beachcomber Swim Club for a sub-

Thomas Reed Vreeland, Jr.
urban Philadelphia site. Their last joint commission
was the Th erapeutic Research Laboratory for Pennsylvania University, which is now und er construction . Mr. Vreeland also did a number of private
resid ences and oversaw th e restoration of an 1824
house on Societ y Hill , Philadelphia. He is cur rently
engaged in completing a major downtown planning
concept for Camden, ew Jersey under th e Urban
Renewal Program.
In addition to th ese commissions, "Tim" Vreeland has taken part in a number of architectural
competitions. Working with Romaldo Giurgola and
Ehrman Mitchell, he won second plac e in th e important Boston City Hall Competition in 1962, for
which th e competitors received considerable national publicity ( F igure 2 ). Th e following year th ey entered th e Tel Aviv-Yafo Town Planning Competi-

I. Rittenhouse Swim Club. Built out of
concrete block and pre-cast concrete
in one conti nuous piece, building s,
pool and decks are all int egral.
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tion. A thir d p roject , th e Coo pe rs Point-Pyne eig hborhood Compe tition for Ca mde n, ew Jersey, was
won in coope ra tion with Oscar Newma n. As Vreeland explains, "I have particip at ed in a lar ge num ber of compe titions in th e last ten yea rs. I have
enjoyed everyone of them in spite of th e toll in
money and time which one inevita b ly pays. I believe com pe titions are in inva luable part of an architect's expe rience and developm ent in whic h he
pits him self against th e best talents, nationally or
eve n int ern ationally, on a complete ly eq ua l basis.
Nothing has pulled th e work of the Phil ad elphia
a rchitec ts int o the wo rld picture as much as th e
high nu mb er of winn ers and near -winn er s that they
have produced over th e past ten yea rs in local, nationa l an d int ernati onal compe titions . It is my earnest hop e th at , incr easingly, Albu qu er qu e architec ts
and th eir buildings will becom e engaged in na tion al compe titions."
Mr. Vree lan d exp lains that his experience in
a rch itec ture and planning "has been a concen trated
ur ban one , sha pe d lar gely by the trad itional an d
the con tem porary forces a t work in Philad elphia. I
have been involved first hand in th e red evelopment pro cess of a major cit y. I have witnessed th e
failures and the successes of this process and I
have come away convince d th at th e pro cess is
necessary. In fac t, it is the on ly one th at ca n do
th e job nee de d to insure the survival of our major
b uilt-up areas. Wh en we ll-administe red, as it was
in several outstanding insta nces in Ph ilad elphia,
it results in a supe rior and highl y consistent architectural and social ambiance; this is almost impossibl e to achi eve in any oth er way. "
"T he reconstruction of our cities," Mr. Vree-

2. Boston City Hall .

land goes on to say , "is clea rly onl y half of th e
problem. Vast ar eas of th e world awa it development and coloniza tion by future populations. Our
new settlem ents need to be design ed along lines
very differ ent from those molded by ea rlier traditions in orde r to acco mmo da te the new, eme rging
patterns of presen t an d fut ur e living . A ne w rational occu pa tion of raw land mus t be found which
will best serve the need s of future socie ties, if we
ar c to avo id the whol esale exploitation and despoiling of th e natural landscape. New Mexico is
a supe rb test case, and it is my int ention to orient
th e Dep artment of Architecture towards the study
of this wo rld-wi de probl em.
"T his study will be th e concern parti cul arl y
of the lat er yea rs in Architec ture and will eve ntua lly
lead to th e establishment of a gradua te program in
land planning and development. Meanwhile, I want
to int ensify the ar chitectural training in th e earlier
yea rs in orde r to esta b lish a commonly-he ld, princip led an d ra tional approach, to design problems,
from th e design of the ind ividual hou se up throu gh
the inc reas ing ly com plex probl ems of lar ge buildings, grou ps of buildings, sec tors of cities and cities
themselves."
Th e ed itors of NMA wish Thomas Heed Vreeland , Jr. , and the Dep artment of Architecture all
the success that it is possibl e to attain. We expec t
th at Mr. Vree land and his stude nts will become an
exci ting an d compe lling force in th e d evelop ment
of a rchi tecture and city plannin g in th e Southwest.
We look forw ard to bein g pu shed and pull ed into
new a reas of thinking, and to b ein g challenged into
producing a better environme nt for ours elves and
our successors.
- Th e Edito rs
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Dr. David Gebhard, an honorary member of
AlA, is dir ector of th e art gallery, Univ ersity of
California at Santa Barbara. He is th e author of
num erou s articles and books on achitecture, the
most recent of which, A Guide to the Architecture
iT! South ern California will be reviewed in this maga zine next issue. For th e current academic year Prof.
Gebhard hold s a Fulbright Fellowship to lecture on
architectural history at th e Technical Institute in
Istanbul, Turkey.

Mr. Charles Quinlan, AlA, has served as Coordinating Architect for Albuquerque-Downtown
since its inception almost a year ago. Previous to
comin g to the Univ ersity of New Mexico to teach
beginning architectural design , he had studied ar chitecture and city planning at Corn ell Univ ersity.
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The beauty of marble

/

the durability of concrete0"

TERRAZZO cuts yearly maintenance costs by as much as $.50 p.s.I,
The striking beauty of terrazzo is only one reason for its
growing popularity. Today, more and more architects
are specifying terrazzo for its long-term economy as well.
One recent study of floor finishes, reported by the
National Terrazzo & Mosaic Association, showed an annual per sq. ft. maintenance cost of $0.875 for terrazzo,
$1.40 for asphalt tile, and $1.085 for vinyl tile.
Terrazzo needs no waxing or buffing .. . and since it
has no wax coating to hold dirt, it needs mopping far

less freq uently. And terrazzo is a lifetime surface. When
resilient tile floors need replacing in 8 or 10 years, the
comparative cost advantages of terrazzo sharply increase.
To economy, add design versatility. Terrazzo can be
laid in a wide range of colors and custom patterns. It
goes beautifully with every style of architecture.
PORTLAND CEMENT ASSOCIATION
Suite 705 -5301 Central N.E., Albuquerque, N.M. 87108
An organization to improveand extend the uses of portland cement and concrete
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BETTER QUALITY BLOCK
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BEING MADE

Specify
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EDGAR D. OTTO & SON, IN C. WAS NEW MEXICO'S FIRST
REGISTERED PRODUCER OF THE NATIONALLY RECOGNIZED " Q" BLOCK. OTTO QUALITY GOES BEYOND "Q"
BLOCK SPE CIFICATIONS TO SUPPLY A CONCRETE MASONRY UNIT WORTHY OF CONSIDE RAT ION IN ANY AND
ALL CONSTRUCTION.

o0

lAVAllIER
Premium
Quality
OTTO LEADERSHIP AND RESEARCH IS CONSTANTLY IMPROVING THE CONCRETE MASONRY PRO DUCT . LAVALITE
"Q" BLOCK MASONRY UNITS ARE AVAILABLE AT THE
LOWEST POSSIBLE COST CONSIDE RING THE QUALITY
AND RIGID SPECIFICATIONS TO WHICH THEY ARE MANUFACTURED.

Masonry
Units
BJ

T.M. REG. U. S. PAT. OFF.

EDGAR D. OTTO & SON, INC.
2700 Second Street, Southwest • P.O. Box 387

LAVALITE ~ Concrete Masonry Units

•

Albuquerque, New Mexico • Phone 243 -6721

EXTRALITE

Concrete Masonry Units

Inlai EPOXY MATRIX EXPOSED AGGREGATE W ALL TREATMENTS
R M U RESIDENTIAL MASONRY UNITS
Cast Stone and Pre-Cast Concrete . Masonry Wall Reinforcement
Inlai E x p os e d Aggregate Facing Panels .

DESERT CANYON STONE

